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A Note on the Mammals of Christmas Island 
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rn , w ?.i a - large extent the information obtained about the 

”SH£d j n j 8 f'™' n "t, tur , e . In 1887 officers of the Flymil 
fruit h?t L ter C ? 1 ? c . ted specimens of two rats, a large 
n • d f ? shrew , ( al1 mdigenous to the island), and saw 

fivT^USfin V l°R9ft!<l7 at K f C ' W ‘ ArM tf ws 10014 examples of all 
additions 1 tn «?• b , ut was unable 10 make any further 

./ c“£ fcW “ e3tab,ished “ the 
Crocidura Irichura Dobs. 

Pteropus melanotus natalis Thos. 

Fipistrellus murrayi Andrs. 

Iiattus mac lean (Thos.). 

Rating nativitatis (Thos.). 

Handlist of 

consirier?hlp1Si Visi J t0 . th ? is, ? n f. in 19 °8. Andrews found 
of >n trodl ;ccd ship rats, particularly in the 
nf (i!l h hoo |l of the settlement and landing piers, but no signs 

tLt th^«Ttt gCn0Ua ra ^ or * e shrew ‘ He *' ormGd thc °PinIon 

bafeh- h neietr^atwMn th Xt f *» and ' “ Introduced rats had 
oareiv penetrated to the further corners of the island, that the 

Dath^n U /t i? PeC,eS had Z** 1 killcd by tr >'panosomes or other 
pathogenetic organisms brought in by the newcomers. 

T>iHinlon w • the ,a,and - wa8 . visited by .Prof. J. W. Harms of 
IxOimffle* if ° n h,s return he claimed to have taken 

bee^suhmiLdl !! W 5*’ but his specimens have never 
Rafflcs M “scum or the British Museum for 
JK successful. Prof. Harms is thc only field 
worker who has handled these species since 1897. 

fiouriRhin«Tdf,r?«S ch Mr ‘ T w *f dio 10014 examples in 1932, were 
fr. ifhnt1?nc d g thc .P er,od of my stay on the island. The 
fruitbat was even a nuisance as it fed freely on the papayas. I 

Of 1910 s Z r ?«'JJk ParU n nd , duri ! >g the ,ast threo months 
Mu^.m All fif?i 3ted by a Dayak coII ector from the Raffles ‘ 
d irPdTn»/if thi l t -'l e * ever u cau ? h t 1 was a ,ar ^ number of intro- . 
series seOt'to M^rho h . undr ? d " er c measured and sample 
Chas ,? n ;, In a bnef examination he identified 

W (Rtf)) r u tUS S V b r Sp - ( P robabl y frugivo- 

nruin \ i concoor subsp. and Rattus norvegicus norve- 
giciis (LrxI.). In general they were more plentiful at the north- 
east comer, but it was possible to collect specimens of at least the 
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first two from any part of the island. We also took a number 
of specimens of Mus musculus ?rama Cantor in the settlement at 
Flying Fish Cove. Nowhere did we find any evidence of Rattus 
macleari or R. nativitatis . From this work one would list the 
extant mammals as 

P ter opus melanotus natalis Thos . 1 v 

Pipistrellus murrayi Andrs . 1 ✓ *> ! 

Rattus rattus ffrugivorus (Raf .) 2 

Rattus concolor subsp . 2 

Rattus norvepicus norvcgicus (Erxi .) 2 

Mus musculus frama Cantor. 2 ^ * c 






*• = indigenous. 

2- = introduced since 1897. 
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